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Introduction 
 
The ACTBGA is grateful for the continued support that the Australian Government is 
providing for schools through the funding of various programs and through the associated 
advice and assistance from the Department of Education & Training staff.  We are also 
grateful for the exchange of knowledge and advice amongst the various BGAs throughout 
Australia. 
 
 
Capital Grants 
 
2020 Round 
 
In December 2018, the ACTBGA called for applications from its participants for the 2020 
round.  Applications closed in April 2019 and six applications were submitted, with one 
application being withdrawn during the assessment process. Grants sought – not including 
the withdrawn application – totalled $3.62m ($6.76m last year) to support projects costing a 
total of $5.35m ($13.62m last year). 
 
The ACTBGA is a joint Catholic (CE) and Independent (AIS) Block Grant Authority.  For the 
Capital Grants Program, a Priorities Committee, consisting of four CE and four AIS 
members, met four times between May and August this year. All committee members were 
invited to conduct all school visits during the month of June, accompanied by the Chair and 
Executive Officer. This process differs from previous years, whereby separate 
subcommittees consisting of at least one AIS and one CE nominee were formed to attend 
each school visit.  The Finance Subcommittee, consisting of one AIS and one CE nominee, 
along with a newly nominated independent Chair, met twice with the Executive Officer to 
bring recommendations to the Priorities Committee on the financial need and financial 
capability of each applicant.  Schools’ projects were then ranked and the Priorities 
Committee’s recommendations were presented to the ACTBGA Board.   
 
$2.36m (or up to $4.1m if interest and 2021 funds were forward committed) was available for 
allocation ($3.95m last year), and grant recommendations for $1.62m ($3.52m last year) 
were approved by the ACTBGA Board and recommended to the Minister to support three of 
the five applicants.  Two projects were not recommended for funding due to difficulty in 
obtaining sufficient information to ascertain viability in one instance, and the proposed project 
not being consistent with sound educational planning or representing value for money in the 
other instance.  The distributions recommended by the Priorities Committee in this round 
therefore did not allocate all of the 2020 funding, and the ACTBGA Board nominated to 
rollover the balance of $732,894 for allocation in the 2021 round.  
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Applications this year largely involve projects for the refurbishment of classrooms and 
amenities at aging facilities; however, one successful project is for the third stage of a new 
school in a new suburb that is located in a rapidly growing area on the north side of 
Canberra.  
 
One unsuccessful school submitted an appeal and an Appeals Committee has been 
established. The appeal will be heard in November 2019, and a decision is required from the 
committee by mid-December 2019 or early-January 2020 (if an extension is granted). 
 
Trade Skills Centres 
 
The four Independent TTC/TSC centres are all operational.  Qualifications offered across 
these centres include certification in automotive, engineering, kitchen operations, 
construction, furnishing and early childhood education. 
 
ACT Government Programs 
 
On behalf of the ACT Education Directorate, the ACTBGA had been administering funding 
for the Supporting Non-Government Preschools Initiative (SNPI) since 2013.  This program 
initially provided $5m over four years to build and upgrade preschools, with the primary 
intention to increase capacity.  Eleven schools were supported under the SNPI for funding 
between 2013-2017. 
 
The program was subsequently expanded and has been renamed Better Schools for Our 
Kids: Non-Government School Infrastructure Program (BSK).  The ACT Government 
allocated grant funding of $15m over four years ($3.75m per year) for infrastructure upgrades 
with the primary aim to improve the overall non-government schools’ infrastructure for 
Preschool to Year 12 students in the ACT.   
 
The first round of BSK opened in December 2018, and ten applications were received 
requesting grant funding to the value of $9.05m, to support projects costing a total of 
$12.86m.  The assessment process of this program is largely similar to the CGP; however, 
there is no requirement for applicant schools to meet a minimum contribution on the project 
cost.  Four of the ten applicants were recommended for funding by the BSK Assessment 
Committee, and the ACTBGA Board approved of the full amount of funding ($3.75m) being 
allocated across these four projects and recommended to the Minister.    
 
It is understood that the broader scope of this program, along with the lack of a minimum 
required local contribution, likely resulted in schools choosing to direct their resources toward 
submitting applications through the BSK program rather than CGP in the first half of 2019. 
 
A second round of the BSK program was opened in June 2019 – to re-align the program for 
operation in the second half of the year.  Eight applications were submitted with grant 
requests summing to a total of $6.99m, to support projects costing a total of $12.08m.  One 
school withdrew their application prior to meeting 2 of 4, due to difficulties securing land for 
their project. 
 
The total funding available is $3.75m, with grants recommended by the committee and 
approved by the ACTBGA Board totalling $3,521,672 to support four of the seven applicants.  
Three projects were unsuccessful due to lack of confidence from the committee in two of the 
schools’ ability to successfully manage and fund their proposed projects, while the remaining 
school was deemed to have capacity to pay for their project from their own cash reserves. 
The distributions recommended do not allocate all of the funding available in this round, with 
$228,328 remaining that the ACTBGA Board approved to be made available through the 
third BSK round which will be held in the second half of 2020. 
 
Tara O’Keefe 
Acting Executive Officer 
November 2019 


