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Australian Government Capital Grants Programme (CGP) 

 
2020 Schedule 

Seventeen projects were recommended for funding during 2019, fifteen of those under the 2020 
Schedule, and two ad-hoc recommendations; one for a master plan and the other for a land purchase, 
both receiving approval under the 2019 Schedule.   

 No. Projects Total Project Cost School Contribution Grant Request 

Expressions of Interest 36 $ 99.0 mill $ 55.4 mill $ 43.7 mill 

Applications 30 $ 86.4 mill $ 47.2 mill $ 39.1 mill 

Initial Assessment 23 $ 57.1 mill $ 38.2 mill $ 18.9 mill 

Recommendation (2019 Schedule) 2 $  6.4 mill $  5.1 mill $  1.3 mill 

Recommendation (2020 Schedule) 15 $44.2 mill $ 29.0 mill $ 15.2 mill 

 
2021 Schedule 

Applications are currently open for the 2021 Schedule, with a closing date of 7 February 2020.   
 
To date, 32 formal expressions of interest have been received. VIS BGA has made contact with schools 
where eligibility may be a query, prior to those schools embarking on the full application process.   
 

 No. Projects Total Project Cost School Contribution Grant Request 

Expressions of Interest 32 $ 116.0 mill $ 55.5 mill $ 60.6 mill 

 

Previous Schedules  

The progress of each project is monitored in line with payments to schools and monthly reports received 
from schools.  

Schedule Approved Complete In Progress Not Started  

2019 16 1 12 3  

2018 15 12 3 0  

2017 

 

15 14 1 0  

      

Revised Timeline for 2021 Schedule 

Traditionally, applications for the Capital Grants Program have closed in mid to late January each year, 
which can be problematic for school personnel who are away during school holidays, and for many 
consultants in the construction industry who have shut-down periods over December/January.  The 
fast-track process implemented in recent years meant that extending the closing date out to later in 
the year was not workable, and the alternative of bringing the closing date forward into the busy end-
of year December period had its own set of challenges.   

With the Victorian Government deciding to close applications for the Non-Government Schools Capital 
Fund in March, the Secretariat has reviewed the timelines associated with the Capital Grants Program 
in an effort to synchronize the two programs as much as possible. Given that ‘fast-tracking’ is no longer 
a feature of our application process, it is now feasible to postpone the CGP closing date, moving it out 
of the January holiday period and closer to the State closing date.   



Proposed Timeline 

Sept – Oct 2019 

31 October 2019 

7 February 2020 

Late March – early June 2020 

18 June 2020 

7 August 2020 

17 September 2020 

30 September 2020 

Expressions of interest - liaise with prospective applicants re. eligibility 

Applications open 

Applications close 

Assessment visits 

Identify feasible CGP projects (Board Meeting) 

Schools submit Developed Design Reports 

Finalise Recommendations (Board Meeting) 

Schedule submitted to Minister 

 
 

Victorian Government Non-Government Schools Capital Fund  
2019-20 to 2018-19 

 
The Victorian Government announced additional capital funding for non-government schools as part 
of its election commitment late last year, describing a $400 million fund ‘in partnership with Catholic 
and independent schools’.  The fund is essentially a continuation of the Victorian Government Capital 
Funding Program for Non-Government Schools 2015-16 to 2018-19, which provided $120 million to 
non-government schools over a four-year period.   
 
Funds may be allocated across two project categories with applications to be assessed against 
specific criteria set by the Victorian Government. 
 
The project categories are:  

1. Building new schools and expanding capacity at existing schools in areas of Victoria experiencing 
significant enrolment demand.  

A maximum grant of $5 million may be awarded to projects in this first category. 

2. Upgrading facilities in existing schools according to need. 

A maximum grant of $2 million may be awarded to projects in this second category. 
 

Under Category 2, schools may apply for funding to assist with the removal of flammable cladding and/or 
asbestos as a separate project. Outside of this, schools are only eligible for one grant over the four 
rounds of funding. 

Schools are required to co-contribute at least 20% of the overall fund value, over the life of the 
Program.    

Q: What is happening in other states/territories regarding the issue of flammable cladding? 

Assessment 

The major difference between the previous and current versions of the program, is that where the VIS 
BGA carried out the assessment and recommended projects to the Minister in the previous version, 
applications are now individually assessed by both the VIS BGA and the Victorian Department of 
Education and Training. The Guidelines state that: 
 

▪ The sector body and the Department may meet at any time during the assessment process. 

▪ On an agreed date, the sector body will meet with the Department to discuss the ranking of 
applications and agree to an indicative list of priority projects. 

▪ Funding recommendations are made by the Department to the Minister and will be based on 
the assessments conducted by both the Department and relevant sector body. 

▪ The Department reserves the right to provide strategic investment to projects. 



Applications for Round 1 opened on 3 June 2019 and closed on 5 July 2019. The announcement of 
successful projects is scheduled to occur in December 2019.  
 
Applications for Round 2 will open at the end of January 2020 and close on 6 March 2020. 
 

When calling for expressions of interest in the Australian Government Capital Grants Program, 
expressions of interest were also invited for state funding, with many schools indicating an interest in 
applying for both programs. Total figures are provided below, noting they include the CGP figures 
provided earlier in this report:     

 No. Projects Total Project Cost School Contribution Grant Request 

Expressions of Interest 50 $ 203 mill $ 91 mill $ 112 mill 

 

Planning for Non-Government Schools 

Included in the election commitment was a proposal to streamline the planning process for non-
government schools, with planning approvals to be dealt with by state rather than local government. 
The commitment was to: 
 

…help build more schools for our growing suburbs sooner, by altering planning laws and creating 
a dedicated planning unit within the department to help fast-track non-government school 
approvals for new schools and upgrades.  

 
The new planning unit has been established within the Department of Environment, Water and Planning 
(DELWP). On 30 October 2019, the Minister for Planning became the responsible authority for some 
non-government school planning permit applications on an interim basis. This interim change will enable 
the Department to initiate the fast-track assessment process for some non-government school planning 
applications (Round 1 applications for the Non-Government Schools Capital Fund), while concurrently 
undertaking consultation on permanent reforms to the planning framework for non-government schools.  
 

Q: Is anything happening in other states/territories regarding planning and non-government 
schools?  

 

Victorian Government Interest Subsidy Scheme 

 
Just under $257,000 was received from the Victorian Government this year for the Interest Subsidy 
Scheme which enabled VIS BGA to subsidise schools on the interest paid on borrowings across 29 
capital development projects. The Scheme is an annual program, with a funding agreement executed 
each year.  
 
 

Trade Training Centres (TTC) / Trade Skills Centres (TSC) 

 
Final accountability report was lodged with the Department in September 2019, showing all funds 
expended after the transferral of $370,000 (approx.) to Capital Grants Program funds.   

 
 


